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The Aesthetic Theory in Li Shang-Yin’s Poetry
Jang-Fen Chen

Division of General Education, Ming Hsin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

The poems of Li Shang-Yin in the late Tang Dynasty are the extremely beautiful ones. His poems represent
Chinese poetry of the “vague” and “concealed” kind at its extreme. They illustrate how rich, complex, and
condensed Chinese poetry can be in revealing, symbolism, and allusion.

His unfortunate background in private life and political career and even the social and political upheaval
aroused his deep concern. Traditional theory of poetry from Chu Yuan(/4; % ),Lu Chi(F£#),the poet of Chai
Liang Dynasty(# ¥ :% 4 ) inspired him to establish his own estheticism on poetry .He opposed most orthodox
Confucians opinion that poetry is primarily a kind of moral instruction and holds the view that poetry is mainly
an expression of personal emotion. He practiced his estheticism in his poems simultaneously and created the
unique style which ingeniously combined the deep lamentation with luxuriant splendor.

In order to comment his theory on poetry estheticism, there are two parts in the project. The first chapter is
about the political and social circumstance of the poetry estheticism in the late Tang Dynasty, which may give us
a clear idea of the background of the forming of the estheticism of Li Shang-Yin.

In the second chapter we intend to discuss the estheticism of Li Shang-Yin and the traditional effects
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including of the poet.

Through the project, we hope to identify the unique poetry estheticism of Li Shang-Yin and evidence its

0.everlasting value in the literature world.
Keywords : The poems of Li Shang-Yin , the deep lamentation with luxuriant splendor, theory on poetry

estheticism, the poetry estheticism in the late Tang Dynasty, the meaning of lamentation and

the relation between lamentation and splendor
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