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A Study of Yuan Hung-dao’s {Ping Shi)

Pei-Li Fu

Division of General Education, Ming Hsin University of Science and Technology

Abstract
In the millieu Ming’s literati enjoyed the flower arranging and some theories on it. The best known works in
this articulated field were Zhang Qian-de’s {Ping Hua Pu) and Yuan Hung-dao’s {Ping Shi) .

(Ping Hua Pu) (Chronicle of the Vase Flower)was published in 1595 by Zhang Qian-de(1577-1643).Yuan
Hung-dao(1568-1610)was older than Zhang Qian-de by nine years, but his {Ping Shi) was not published until
1599. (Ping Shi) (History of Vases)contains a preface and twelve sections; on the principles of choosing flower;
on the grades of flower materials; on the flower vases; on the supply of water; on the flower types and arranging
principles; on the coordination of the background; on the forbidden thing; on the nourishment of vase flower; on
the combination of various flowers; on the cultivation in the flower study; on the appreciation of flower
arranging art, and on the nature and feeling of flower. This book contains 3400 characters, discusses theories and
techniques of flower arranging , and delves into the core ideas of the flower art. It brought immediate impact on

the literati and led the latter to the practices of flower arranging. This book was translated into Japanese in 1696
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and attracted many followers. Today the “Hung-dao Sect” is still popular in Japan. What worthnoting material

this work may leave for the flower arranging art of today? These represent the main themes of this article.

Keywords : Yuan Hung-dao , Ping Shi, vase flower, the flower arranging art
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