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An Analysis of the Development of the Confucian thoughts about the
Heaven and Man through ‘Punishment and

Virtues’ on ‘the Bamboo-Slips’
Hsiu-Chen Liao

Division of General Education, Minghsin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

This study tries to further explain analysis the Confucian thoughts about the Heaven and Man based on the
origin and the derivation of ‘Punishment and Virtues’ and the combination with the ying-yang.

Since 1973, when the bamboo-slips were found in Han tombs at Ma Wang Tui of Changsha, Hunan
province, and the Guodian slips of Jingmen, Hubei province, were excavated and collected by Shanhai Museum
of Art and History in 1993 and in 1994 respectively, the related research was mushrooming. Not only have the
doctrines of Yellow Emperor and Lao Tsu been further learned, but the mystery of Ssu-Mung ‘Wu-Hsing’ has
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also been solved Most importantly, we’ve perceived that the Confucianism-Legalism thoughts were merged
together during the early Han Dynasty.

The similarity between theYing-Yang Wu-Hsing and the harmony of the Heaven and Man is the main
academic characteristics of the two Han Dynasties (East Han and West Han). The author had a preliminary
discussion about it in the article, the Ying-Yang Wu-Hsing and two Han’s Academics. However, the turning point
and the combination between ‘Punishment and Virtues’ and the Ying-Yang have not been analyzed thoroughly.
Thus, this paper will explore the development of ‘Punishment and Virtues’ via a contrast of ‘Punishment and
Virtues’ on the bamboo-slips and the pre-Qin books so as to clarify ‘Ying-Yang Tzai Yi Shuo’and ‘the
Four-Season Avoidance’ in ‘Han Shu’ and ‘Later Han Shu.’

It was at the times of Zou Yan when the Ying-Yang and Wu-Hsing were combined together. Today, when
going back to inspect the development of it, we found that the Wu-Hsing of Ssu-Mung has different explanation
from that of the traditional ‘“Wu-Hsing.” What is the most influential on ‘Tzai Yi Condemnation’ of the two Hans
is the development of ‘Punishment and Virtues’ and its association with the ‘Ying-Yang’. Therefore, the
derivation of the ‘Punishment and Virtues’ thoughts is playing an important role.

Keywords : Development of the Confucian, ying-yang, the Bamboo-Slips
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