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European “Play-mobile” and the Theory and Practice of Children’s

Leisure Activity

Yuh-Cheng Fan

Department of Leisure Management, Ming Hsin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Multi-cultural development is a tendency in many countries today. In Particular, the quality of people’s
leisure life reflects that country’s cultural level. How a country promotes its cultural and artistic education has a
great influence on the quality of its citizen’s leisure life. At present, our children and youth’s leisure life is overly
dependent upon the T.V., computer games and similar passive activities. There is urgent need for “leisure
education”.

“Play-mobile” was developed more than 30 years ago in German speaking countries by some educational
reformers, especially art teachers, to improve the play environment and art education for children living in cities.
The success of this movement has greatly influenced art education in schools and many cities in Europe have
similar promoters.

The aim of this research is to study the theory and practice of the “play-mobile” movement in Europe and
thus to provide a point of reference for educators who are concerned about art education and children’s leisure in
our own country.
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