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The Formosan Folk Spirit Found in Sun yuan-heng's Chi-Kan
Symposium

Ping-Huei Wu

Division of General Education, Ming Hsin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Sun yuan-heng comes from An-hui Province, Ton-chern hsien. He was elected "Gon-sheng" and was
transferred to Taiwan to his post as a burocrat at the Ocean-line Protection Bureau in Qing Dynasty, Kang-xi
emperor's time. He stayed in Taiwan for at least over three years, which he spent majorly creating some of his
most vivid poems depicting Taiwanese folks' ways of life, aside from fulfilling his official duties at the
bureau. His Chi-Kan Symposium, totally 360 classical poems, were written in a rather creative if not exotic,
style. He often chose to write in very rare words and phrases, giving his creations a touch of mystery and
torrentious grandeur. His themes and topics were widely diverse. He was noted to write down contemporary
events straight into the poems. And they sure all became the first precious documentaries of Taiwan during

early Qing ruling period.
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The Symposium shows Sun's scholarship to the fullest. His long-length ancient-motif poems are basically
gothically colossol in images and words. His modern-motif poems are more modest in comparison. The range
of motifs includes: lyricals, epistles, landscapings, documentaries, historicals, and expiditions. Among them,
the motif that admires Taiwan folkways is one of the best of them. It includes 130 poems in total and spans
over 40 percent of his total length of symposium. His literature on taiwan landscapes, mountains and rivers,
folkways and lores,..... all objectively present to readers the untainted original flavor of Taiwn during early 18th
century, and which of course became the valuable assets of the Taiwan documentary corpus.

This research intends to discuss from the mojority of the symposium, to classify and to file, the ones that
especially dwell on taiwan folk spirit. In so doing we hope to see Taiwan from a different perspective from a
literary poet. The research starts by listing Sun's biography, then goes on to introduce all his poetic motifs like:
Taiwan stream and river landscapes, natural disasters, fauna and flora, folklores as well as legendaries, scenic
spots and historic sites, and even the festivals of the aboriginees and the Han people. The investigator tries his
best to find allusions of the poems and the evidence thereof. The paper is ended by a lengthened discussion on
the contribution and value of Sun's symposium to Taiwan classical literature.

Key words : Sun yuan-heng, Chi-Kan Ji, the Black Ditch(""Hei Shui Go'), Hai Ho, Hong-yi Sword,
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